Working with the “E’s” in Step-Up to Writing

The E’s

	· Examples

· Explanations

· Elaboration


	· Events

· Experiences

· Expert opinion


	· Everyday life

· Effective illustrations




When arguing or supporting a point, no evidence stands alone. For example, in a court of law, a lawyer cannot display a glove with dried blood and simply state, “Here is a bloody glove, ladies and gentlemen of the jury. As you can see, this bloody glove helps prove my client is not guilty of the crime.”

The lawyer does something dangerous to his case: he leaves the jury to interpret the bloody glove as opposed to explaining how the glove relates to his client’s innocence. If the lawyer went on to say: “The prosecution asserts that my client wore this glove while committing the crime against the defendant’s hamster. However, ladies and gentlemen, as we shall see, when my client attempts to put the glove on her hand, it does not fit. Furthermore, the blood on the glove is not from a hamster. As you can see, this bloody glove is not associated with my client, helping us see she is not guilty.” NOW there is an explanation of the evidence that helps the lawyer’s case.
IMPORTANT: Evidence is often brief. It is how the author treats the evidence that is key to successful writing.

Of Mice and Men

The issue surrounding the death of Candy’s dog has many pieces of evidence to support both sides of an argument, for example:

· It has no teeth

· It stinks terribly
· It is Candy’s only companion
· It has rheumatism – hurts when it walks
· Candy has raised the dog since it was a pup
· Candy has to feed it milk

How do you use the evidence to support an argument? You cannot simply say, “Carlson’s actions are justified because the stinks horribly,” and leave it at that. If you do, you are like the lawyer who shows evidence and leaves the jury to interpret that evidence. You need to explain why the stink supports the argument that the dog should be put down. The question is:
So what if the dog stinks terribly?
Example explanation: The fact that the dog stinks is relevant because it affects every worker who sleeps in the bunkhouse with Candy. If the men are unable to sleep or relax because of the smell of the animal, they can get annoyed and argumentative. This could cause trouble, even fights. In addition, the stink could make their sleep difficult, causing them to be too tired to work effectively. Ultimately, the stink can have a strong negative effect on the work production and workers.

Now you try: Imagine an argument against killing the dog. Explain the relevance of this evidence:

· The dog is Candy’s only companion (Think: So what? How does that argue against the killing?)
