“The Odyssey” and Values of Ancient Greek Society

Name: ____________________

A text-to-art project

The purpose of this assignment is for you to demonstrate that you can use inference to identify an author’s message for his/her intended audience. You will also create a project that shows you can anticipate how your own audience will use inference. You will demonstrate these skills through the use of art. 

“The Odyssey” is an ancient myth passed through generations of Greeks – these Greeks are the intended audience. As a myth, the story aims to teach its audience about social and religious values; it reinforces what it means to be “Greek.” Sometimes Odysseus, the protagonist, demonstrates behaviors that are highly regarded. Sometimes he or other people/creatures, such as the Cyclops, demonstrate behaviors that are not highly regarded by Greek culture.

Select two to four strong values you believe are shown in “The Odyssey.” Ask yourself: “How can I show these values in a project that doesn’t use words?” 

Finished Product: Produce a piece of art (drawing, collage, sculpture, painting, dance, slide show, short film, etc.) that reflects the values of ancient Greece you have chosen. You may not use written words on your project – you must relate the values through the art itself. 

· Ex 1: You could make a collage of pictures that is separated into four sections. In each section there are pictures that relate strongly to the four values you have chosen.

· Ex 2: You could create a diorama using Legos that shows two scenes related strongly to the two values you have chosen.

· Ex 3: You could create a short film using you and your friends as actors involved in scenes (not from the poem) reinforcing and demonstrating the values you have chosen.

· Ex 4: You could demonstrate what the Greeks do not value vs. what they do value by having a picture book that on the left shows images relating to what a value is not and on the right images relating to what the value is.
You may work with a partner on this project. If you are making a film or creating a short play, then you may work in a group of up to four people. We will dedicate time to brainstorming in class. You will be responsible for the creation of the finished product outside class time. The project will be due THREE CLASS PERIODS FROM NOW.

Scoring Guide:

	
	Outstanding! Solid A
	Good stuff! Low A to B
	Doing fine. Low B to C
	Needs work. Low C-D

	Student’s use of inference to identify Greek values in “The Odyssey”
	All values chosen are strongly reflected in the original Greek epic poem “The Odyssey”
	Most values chosen are strongly reflected in the original Greek epic poem “The Odyssey”
	About half the values chosen from “The Odyssey” are strong while the other half of are weakly reflected in the original text
	More values chosen are weakly reflected in the original text than those that are strongly reflected

	Student’s use of the art to reflect the values of Greek culture
	The art makes it painfully obvious what values of Greek culture are being emphasized; leaves no question at any point; consistent
	Most of the art makes it obvious what values of Greek culture are emphasized; only a small question may be raised; generally consistent 
	Most of the art makes it obvious what values are emphasized, yet parts of the art raise questions about how they relate to a Greek value; mostly consistent
	Parts of the art are obvious in how they relate to a Greek value, yet most of the art leaves questions about what value is being emphasized; inconsist.

	Overall impression of quality and student investment
	The final product took care in preparation; obvious quality and every aspect of the art has a purpose; no fluff
	The product took care in preparation; obvious quality for most of the art; a bit of fluff that seems low on purpose
	The product mostly took care in preparation; some parts seem added w/o purpose; others strong
	The product has quality parts, but overall lacks the purposeful appearance of high quality work


